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SOUTHEAST  NEBRASKA

EARLY LEARNING CONNECTION
NEWSLETTER

Serving ESUs 4, 5, 6 & 18 including the counties of: 
Fillmore, Gage, Jefferson, Johnson, Lancaster, Nemaha, Otoe, Pawnee,

Richardson, Saline, Seward, Thayer, and York.

Southeast Early Learning Connection (ELC) is supported by a grant from federal CCCDF 
administered by the Nebraska Department of Education

CLICK HERE

FIND EARLY CHILDHOOD TRAINING SESSIONS
ACROSS NEBRASKA:

https://necprs.ne.gov/home


The Southeast Early Learning Connection region provides and supports
training in early childhood to build an effective, coordinated system for
preparing, supporting and recognizing the early childhood care and
education workforce in order to provide high quality programs for young
children and their families.

As required by Nebraska Department of Education (NDE) and the
Department of Health and Human Services, the Southeast Early Learning
Connection region collaborates with partners to build the capacity to plan,
coordinate and deliver training and other professional development
opportunities for all who work with young children, including children
identified with disabilities.

CARA SMALL

Phone: 402-761-3341
Email: cara.small@esu6.org

Southeast Region Early Learning Coordinator

This publication was made possible by Grant Number 93.575 Child Care and Development Block
Grant from the Office of Child Care, Administration for Children and Families, U.S. Department of

Health and Human Services



EARLY LEARNING GUIDELINES

Cost per class: $30.00
A link will be emailed out to you prior to each Zoom training.

Please register and make payment online at www.esu6.org.
Registration deadline is one week prior to the date of the workshop. No refunds after the workshop deadline.
Are you participating in Step Up to Quality? If so, information can be found on page 4

about receiving ELG's at a discounted rate.

REGISTER NOW

Sponsored by Southeast Early Learning Connection

LANGUAGE /
LITERACY

CREATIVE
ARTS

SCIENCE

MATH

APPROACHES TO
LEARNING

SOCIAL
EMOTIONAL

HEALTH &
PHYSICAL

TOPIC ZOOM IN-PERSON

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

June 13 & 15
6 - 9pm

July 12 & 19
6 - 9pm

August 8 & 15
6 - 9pm

N/A

N/A N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

https://esu6.gosignmeup.com/public/course/browse


 Register for ESU 6 ELG training(s) and submit payment via check or PayPal on ESU 6
registration system 
 Attend the ESU 6 ELG training
 Registrant submits the reimbursement form (completed) to the address or email
address found on the form to request reimbursement
 ESU 6 will verify the payment was made, the participant attended and the participant is a
member of the Step Up to Quality program
 ESU 6 will reimburse a portion of the fee based on the original payment (to registrant or
employer)

STEP UP TO QUALITY DISCOUNT
We are excited to share a new opportunity in our region for all licensed early childcare
programs! In an effort to support early childhood professionals, Step Up to Quality (SUTQ) is
partnering with our region to reimburse a portion of registration costs. Those enrolled in Step
Up to Quality will be eligible for a partial reimbursement for ELG trainings. Please click on the
following link to access the reimbursement form.

Procedure:
1.

2.
3.

4.

5.

**Attendance for an ELG training outside of the Southeast ELC Region is not eligible for
reimbursement through ESU 6.

I t  i s  n o t  t o o  l a t e  t o  a p p l y  f o r  S U T Q .  O n c e  y o u  a r e  r e g i s t e r e d  i n  t h e
s y s t e m ,  y o u  a r e  c o n s i d e r e d  e l i g i b l e .  H e r e  i s  t h e  l i n k  t o  a p p l y  f o r  S U T Q :  
h t t p s : / / w w w . e d u c a t i o n . n e . g o v / s t e p u p t o q u a l i t y / g e t - s t a r t e d / a p p l y - n o w /
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REIMBURSEMENT FORM

https://esu6.gosignmeup.com/public/course/browse
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1uI6PoCMz5I4x9beXNfbIVmjHRvAMJ5ZOOt2mMkuiUPk/edit?ts=60a52d8b
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1uI6PoCMz5I4x9beXNfbIVmjHRvAMJ5ZOOt2mMkuiUPk/edit?ts=60a52d8b
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1uI6PoCMz5I4x9beXNfbIVmjHRvAMJ5ZOOt2mMkuiUPk/edit?ts=60a52d8b
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1uI6PoCMz5I4x9beXNfbIVmjHRvAMJ5ZOOt2mMkuiUPk/edit?ts=60a52d8b
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1uI6PoCMz5I4x9beXNfbIVmjHRvAMJ5ZOOt2mMkuiUPk/edit?ts=60a52d8b


SAFE WITH YOU
Sponsored by Southeast Early Learning Connection

Cost per class: $10.00 / All 3 topics: $20.00
A link will be emailed out to you prior to each Zoom workshop

Please register and make payment online at www.esu6.org.
Registration deadline is one week prior to the date of the workshop. No refunds after the workshop deadline.

REGISTER NOW

SAFE SLEEP /
PREVENTING ABUSIVE

HEAD TRAUMA

TOPIC ZOOM IN-PERSON

POWER TO PROTECT

ALL 3 TOPICS N/A

N/A

N/A

June 6
6 - 8pm

June 8
6 - 8pm

August 30
6 - 8pm

August 23
6 - 8pm

June 18
9am - 1pm

Provider's Network
145 N 46th St, Ste 5 (Lincoln)

To register, call 402-464-4335

https://esu6.gosignmeup.com/Public/Course/Browse
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https://bit.ly/3v5x3Yd


S O U T H E A S T  E A R L Y  L E A R N I N G  C O N N E C T I O N  N E W S L E T T E R
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DOWNLOAD POSTER

http://cune.edu/ecc
http://cune.edu/ecc
https://www.education.ne.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/ELG-Poster.pdf
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REGISTER NOW

https://esu6.gosignmeup.com/public/course/browse
https://esu6.gosignmeup.com/Public/Course/Browse
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http://www.nebraskaaeyc.org/
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http://go.unl.edu/forestfieldtrips
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S O U T H E A S T  E A R L Y  L E A R N I N G  C O N N E C T I O N  N E W S L E T T E R
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DOWNLOAD POSTER

 SAVE THE DATE!
Leadership Institute National Conference
July 24-27, 2022                         NE City

Lied Lodge and Conference Center
Enjoy a great mix of hands-on sessions, discussion groups, nature-based experiences and inspiring
social times. Discover new ways to keep your work fresh and growing! Gain engaging new ideas for
renewing yourself in mind, body and spirit through nature connections. Learn inspiring, yet practical

ideas for sustaining our world. Join with our growing network and treat yourself to a time of rest,
reflection and rejuvenation that will reinvigorate you for your professional journey.

REGISTER NOW

http://www.nebraksaaeyc.org/
https://www.education.ne.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/ELG-Poster.pdf
https://natureexplore.org/institute/
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Family Engagement Conference

SUBSCRIBE HERECLICK HERE

Caring Spaces Training
Tier 1 will outline the Caring Spaces
infant/toddler training series and will
review the tier one approach (of three)
to high quality care. The importance of
allowing the freedom of movement to
explore the environment and develop
self-help skills will be discussed.
Note: It is not required to take all three
tiers (both dates), however, it is
recommended. An inservice certificate
will be given at the end of each training
date.
                     Via Zoom

To register:

Tier 1
June 1st, 6 - 8pm

Tiers 2 & 3
August 2, 6 - 8pm

https://www.nebraskachildren.org/what-we-do/preschool-development-grant/family-engagement.html
https://www.education.ne.gov/oec/nebraskas-cda-pathways/
https://esu6.gosignmeup.com/public/course/browse


S O U T H E A S T  E A R L Y  L E A R N I N G  C O N N E C T I O N  N E W S L E T T E R
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http://bit.ly/SAConnections
http://www.nechildcarereferral.org/
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Save the Date

Great news —
NECPRS.ne.gov is now

available in 14 languages!
Use the language switcher in
the upper right-hand corner
to switch the language that

displays on the site.

REGISTER HERE

http://necprs.ne.gov/
http://necprs.ne.gov/
http://necprs.ne.gov/
https://cune.ejoinme.org/MyEvents/PlumCreekLiteracyFestival2022/PlumCreekLiteracyFestival2022GeneralRegistration/tabid/1292609/Default.aspx
https://cune.ejoinme.org/MyEvents/PlumCreekLiteracyFestival2022/PlumCreekLiteracyFestival2022GeneralRegistration/tabid/1292609/Default.aspx
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For more information, click here

https://www.education.ne.gov/oec/nebraskas-cda-pathways/
https://fitandhealthykids.unl.edu/learning-in-the-heartland


Ready for Success
S O U T H E A S T  E A R L Y  L E A R N I N G  C O N N E C T I O N  N E W S L E T T E R
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DOWNLOAD POSTER

Nebraska’s Core Competencies
for Early Childhood
This course will guide you through the Core Competencies
document and explain how you can use it for professional
growth. This course is meant to be an introduction to the
document. The optional self-assessment provided in the course
will help you further understand the Nebraska Core
Competencies and how best to use them as an early childhood
professional.
This is a free online course that can be completed independently
through the Canvas Learning Management System. Once the
course is successfully completed, a certificate for 1 hour of
training will be made available.

ENROLL IN THIS
COURSE

DOWNLOAD 
BOOKLET HERE

This booklet is in response to commonly asked
questions from parents about preparing for, and
entering kindergarten.
Some questions parents ask are about district policy.
Nebraska has over 200 individual school districts,
each having their own board, superintendent, and
policies. The Nebraska Department of Education
provides guidance and assistance to these districts.
Understanding what is state law (such as the
entrance age) and what is district policy (such as the
early entry assessment procedure)can be
complicated. Parents are encouraged to talk with
school teachers and administrators for specific
guidance.

https://www.education.ne.gov/oec/announcements-new-items/
https://www.education.ne.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/ELG-Poster.pdf
https://cdn.education.ne.gov/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Core-Comps.pdf
https://www.education.ne.gov/oec/core-competencies/
https://canvas.education.ne.gov/browse/earlychildhood/courses/early-childhood---nebraskas-core-competencies-for-early-childhood
https://www.education.ne.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Ready-for-Success-2021_Web.pdf
https://www.education.ne.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Ready-for-Success-2021_Web.pdf
https://www.education.ne.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Ready-for-Success-2021_Web.pdf


Play and Early Learning Sessions (9 Training Sessions Available)
Self-Care and Relationships Sessions (6 Training Sessions Available)
Do It Yourself Sessions ( 4 Training Sessions Available)

ONLINE TRAINING APPROVED FOR IN-SERVICE HOURS
Explorations Early Learning: www.explorationsearlylearning.com
This organization has three main categories of trainings that participants can choose from with several
sessions under the categories that are worth between 1 to 4 clock hours of in-service.

Successful Solutions Training: https://www.cdastars.com/ (Please click on Nebraska PD Offerings. They
offer trainings in Spanish.)
Successful Solutions Training offers hundreds of individual courses. Participants can complete the
trainings online at their own pace anywhere. Their team of online early childhood instructors work
collaboratively to develop online courses that are focused on practical, comprehensive topics and
issues that deliver high quality online professional development to increase an early childhood
educator’s knowledge and skills.

WIDA Early Years: Supporting Dual Language Learners (These modules are really centered on best
practice and are applicable to all not just those working with DLL). https://www.education.ne.gov/
oec/online-training-opportunities/ (scroll to the bottom of the page)

Cox Campus: https://www.coxcampus.org

All of these online resources are approved meaning the certificate of completion  
is accepted by DHHS Licensing.

Nebraska Extension offers online professional development lessons covering a range of early childhood
education topics. Each topic area will provide research-based information and strategies on how you can
support young children's early growth and development. 
Professional Development In-services Online | Early Childhood Development (unl.edu)

HYPERLINK
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REGISTER HERE

https://explorationsearlylearning.com/
https://www.cdastars.com/
https://www.education.ne.gov/%20oec/online-training-opportunities/
https://www.education.ne.gov/%20oec/online-training-opportunities/
https://www.coxcampus.org/
https://child.unl.edu/professional-development-services-online
https://www.neyoungchildinstitute.com/
https://necprs.ne.gov/home
https://necprs.ne.gov/home
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What inspires someone to become a child care provider and to reach a lifetime milestone in this
rewarding chosen career? There are several providers who have met that milestone and are stepping

into retirement from communities in Southeast Nebraska. 
Some of these include Doris Martin, Nancy Seelhoff, Carolyn Sell, and Sharon Wander.  



Doris Martin of NE City started caring for children at the tender age of 12 years, often caring for the
children in her own home. Now 70 years later, she is still caring for children with her daughter. Doris
said she has always loved children and the simple rewards of them hugging her and watching the

children flourish to adulthood. As you can guess, she has raised generations of families. 



Nancy Seelhoff of Syracuse actually began her chosen field through the traditional path of attending
college. The degree she earned in Human Development and the Family, as well as additional training,
has served her well for the many years she has been caring for children while raising her own. Now

Nancy enjoys many weddings and graduations of children who have been in her care. This career has
been a positive influence for Nancy, and on her own family, and her children loved having her home. "If

you love children like I do, it’s been a great experience." 



Carolyn Sell of Beatrice began caring for children when her own children arrived and the flexible
schedule allowed her the opportunity to enjoy her own children’s activities. Recognizing that children

are our future is what carries her through the challenges. Carolyn has cared for generations of
families, and feels the reward is being a part of the children’s lives and having continued contact with
their parents. Besides her child care business, Carolyn also taught the 1st grade Sunday School class

for 26 years.    



Sharon Wander of Syracuse began caring for children when her firstborn was just three months old
and has been steadily caring for other children since. The most rewarding aspect is watching those

children grow and change during their time with her. She continues to have relationships into
adulthood with the children and their families. "Recognizing a child's accomplishments truly builds their

self-esteem. I have really enjoyed the rewarding experience of being a teacher." 

Celebrating 70+ Years in Child Care
Submitted by Angie Lewis, Child Care Inspection Specialist

Sharon WanderNancy Seelhoff Doris Martin Carolyn Sell
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https://sesamestreetincommunities.org/


A C R O S S  N E B R A S K A :

Find Training Sessions

CLICK HERE

Southeast Early Learning Connection (ELC) is supported by a grant from federal CCCDF 
administered by the Nebraska Department of Education

https://necprs.ne.gov/home

